
 

How to Create Groups and Assessment Groupings in Moodle 
 

Before we start on the “How to” section of this resource, we need to establish some 
definitions: 
 

Class Groups 
 
These are set up in units where there is more than one class. For example, 
STT500 might run three classes taught by the same or different lecturers. 
They will all use the same Moodle unit page but need to separate the students 
within it. For example: Section A - Monday 08:30 - 10:30 
 
Student Groups 
 
It might be that a group assessment in your unit requires the creation of 
student assessment groups. These are multiple groups of students set up for 
the purposes of completing a group assessment.  
 
Groupings 
 
These are used when you have both a class group and student group in your 
unit. The grouping is a collection of Student Groups. We can assign a Moodle 
activity such as the Moodle Assignment Submission link to a grouping so that 
we separate the Student Groups from the Class Groups. You might give the 
Grouping the name ‘Assessment 3’. This way, you will not see the Class 
Groups when you mark your assessment 3. 

Source: Moodle 
 
How To 
 
Go to “Participants on the left hand side of your unit 

 
On this page, go to the cog on the top right side of the page 

 
Click on Groups 



 

 
Here you have a few options: 

• Manually, you can create groups by selecting the top option “Create Group” 
• Auto-create Create Groups- this option is good for large classes 
• Import groups if you have an Excel file of students. 

 
For the purpose of this resource, we will be focussing on the auto-create 
groups. 

 
Once you select that option, it will take you to this page: 



 

 
 
If you wish to name your groups by letter, leave the “Group @” as it is so Groups A, 
Group B etc. 
 
If you wish to name your groups by number, change “Group @” to “Group #” 

 
Next, specify the number of groups you wish to create 

 
 
 
Select Yes, to enable student in the group to message each other. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

In order students to self-select their groups later, use the below settings: 

 
 
Now you will need to create a grouping that relates to a specific assessment or 
activity. You can name it as shown in the example below: 

 
 
You can choose to preview your groups and once you’re happy, you can create 
select “Submit. 
 
Now if you select the “Grouping” tab, you should see all the student groups relating 
to the assessment grouping. 
The reason this is important is so that we don’t mix “class groups” with “assessment 
groups”. 



 

 
 
IMPORTANT: If you later manually add any new assessment groups, you must add 
them to the assessment Grouping. 
 
You can add student groups to a Grouping by clicking on the Grouping tab, then 
selecting the  

 
You may then add or remove any groups from your Grouping as required as shown 
below.

 


